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gradually won over to the cause of vocational schooling for the colored people. At Hampton Roads in Virginia northern philanthropic effort had developed a pattern of Negro vocational education. In 1881 a small group of Negroes in Tuskegee, Alabama, invited General Armstrong of Hampton Institute to send a graduate to begin a vocational school in their community. The young man chosen was Booker T. Washington, who not only built up a highly successful institution but became the leader of his race. Washington urged the colored people to abandon, at least for the time, any claims to equal treatment with the whites; to look up to the substantial southern whites as friends; and through the cultivation of practical skills in trade and agriculture to make themselves economically self-sufficient and indispensable to the prosperity of the white South.
While the Negroes tended to accept Washington's leadership and philosophy, outward deference to the ruling race did not keep them from entertaining privately their own ideas about white superiority:
Niggers plant de cotton, Niggers .pick it out White man pocket money, Nigger goes without
Missus in de big manse
Mammy in de yard
Missus holding her white hands
Mammy workin' hard.
White man in starched shirt setten in de shade
Laziest man God ever made.
Such songs no doubt expressed the real feelings of many who sang them. In contacts with the white world, however, most Negroes found it expedient to appear to accept the idea of the superiority of the white race.
The Immigrant in the Intellectual Life of the Nation
. The immediate problems of the Civil War for the time laid to rest the nalivist ideology. Indeed, the immigrant, being needed in factory and field during the conflict between the States, had actually been encouraged